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Early childhood education and care (ECEC)  

 

ECEC system type and auspices 
Ireland differs from most European countries in that there has been no long tradition of providing 
ECEC services. This has been changing significantly over the past decade. Today, ECEC is primarily 
funded and regulated by two lead ministries1. The Department of Education and Skills (DES) pro-
vides for early education and primary education for children aged 3 to 6 years located in and un-
der the governance of schools. ECEC services for children under 6 years of age are funded and 
regulated by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA)2. Governance and funding of 
ECEC is centralised. However, at the local county level there is a national support system which as-
sists ECEC services with funding application and improving the quality of provision.  
 

Sources:  DES 2016. 
 Duignan, M. 2017. 
 OECD 2004.  

 
 

General objectives and legislative framework 
Children’s welfare and education are a focal point of a major government initiative which was 
launched in 2014: Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: The national policy framework for children 
and young people 2014-2020. The framework placed increased focus on investing in the early 
years in terms of supporting children’s development and facilitating women’s labour market par-
ticipation through affordable and accessible (full day) childcare facilities. On the basis of recom-
mendations made in this policy document, an Inter-Departmental Group (IDG) proposed extend-
ing the Free Preschool Year initiative (Early Childhood Care and Education Scheme) introduced in 
2010 and strengthening the quality of early years settings.  
The Education Act (1998, amended in 2015) and the Child Care Act (1991, amended in 2016) pro-
vide the relevant legislative framework for early childhood education and care. The Education Act 
emphasises the parents’ right to free choice of provision and sets out the framework for partner-
ships. General aims of the education system are to help individuals to develop their full potential 
and thus to contribute towards the social, cultural and economic development of society. Equal 
chances, inclusion, life-long learning and supporting individual needs are key goals. The Child Care 
Act sets out the basic regulatory requirements for ECEC provision such as health and safety re-
quirements. 
 

Sources: Eurydice 2017.  
 Government of Ireland 2016. 
 IDG 2015. 

 

1 There is some provision for children with disabilities or at risk funded by the Department of Health and the Depart-
ment of Social Protection, however these are small scale interventions and usually subject to regulation and policy gen-
erated by either of the two lead ministries. 
2 For the purpose of this synopsis, we will refer to the early years services outside the education system as the early 
years sector and to provision for 4- and 5-year olds within schools as the primary sector. 
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ECEC entitlement and compulsory enrolment age 
Attendance at all forms of early childhood provision up to compulsory school age (6) is voluntary.  
In 2010, the Department for Children and Youth Affairs introduced an initiative called the ‘Free 
Preschool Year’ (Early Childhood Care and Education Scheme) for children aged 3 years 2 months 
up to 4 years 7 months. Since September 2016, this free entitlement has been extended to all 
children older than 3 years and not older than 5½ years, i.e. for up to two years before compulsory 
schooling, as long as the setting they attend is under contract to provide the ECCE scheme. In 
2015/2016, well over 100,000 children (104,441) made use of this entitlement.  
Statutory primary schooling begins at age 6. However, over one third of 4-year olds (36%) and 
nearly all 5-year olds attend infant classes in primary schools.  
 

Sources: Eurydice 2017. 
 Duignan, M. 2017. 
 Public Service Information 2016. 

 

 

Main types of provision 
Early childhood settings in the early years sector are privately run – either on a private for-profit 
basis or as community/voluntary provision. They are variously called crèches, nurseries, pre-
schools, naíonraí (Irish medium pre-schools), playgroups and day care services. State subsidies are 
provided primarily over the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. 
In 2016, 4,465 early childhood services were registered in Ireland*. 55% provided Sessional Pre-
school Services for a maximum of 3½ hours per session. 34% were Full Day Care Services, providing 
more than five hours daily for children up to age 3 and older. 10% were Childminding Services, 
both on a full day (4%) and part time (6%) basis. The remaining 1% comprised short-term services 
providing care for up to two hours while parents attend to urgent matters.  
Infant classes in the primary sector are funded by the Department of Education and Skills (DES) 
and children may attend from the age of 4 upwards.  
In addition to school-based provision in infant classes, the DES funds some other specifically pre-
primary services in schools. These are: (a) the Early Start programme, an initiative in designated 
areas of urban disadvantage for children who are most at risk of not succeeding in education and 
(b) the Rutland Street Project, a programme in a Dublin inner city community which was used to 
pilot many of the approaches later incorporated in the Early Start initiative. Children must be over 
3 years and 2 months and under 4 years and 7 months on 1st September of the year in which they 
are enrolled. In 2016, the Early Start programme was offered in 38 schools and attended by 1,261 
children**. Opening hours are similar to those in mainstream schools, i.e. roughly 183 days per 
year on each weekday for 2½ to three hours daily. 
 

Sources: **DES 2016. 
 Eurydice 2017. 
 Public Service Information 2016. 
 *Tusla 2016. 

 
 
Provider structures 
The majority of provision in the early years sector is private for-profit (2016: 70%); the remaining 
30% of settings are run by community, non-profit voluntary organisations.  
The ‘Free Preschool’ initiative (ECCE scheme) introduced in 2010 proved to be attractive for the 
private providers. If they are on contract with the Department for Children and Youth Affairs, 
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agreeing to comply with the criteria of the ECCE scheme, they receive state subsidies. One of the-
se criteria is a commitment to employ only qualified staff.  
In 2015/2016, 4,148 providers were under contract with the DCYA. 75% of these were private, 
25% community service providers.  
The infant classes for 4- and 5-year olds in the primary sector are largely located in community 
(public) schools (see Table 1).  
 
Table 1  
Ireland: Number of children in infant classes in primary schools according to school type, 2015/2016* 

 Community 
schools 

Special needs schools / special 
needs class in mainstream schools 

Private  
schools Total 

4-year olds and younger  22,789 884 830 24.503 

5-year olds 71,267 939 342 72.548 

6-year olds  72,076 1,034 379 73.489 
 

Sources: *DES 2016. 
 Duignan, M. 2017. 
 Eurydice 2017. 
 Tusla 2016. 

 
 

Participation rates in regulated provision 
The introduction of a contract policy for the ECCE Free Preschool scheme has served to dramati-
cally transform the profile of ECEC services in Ireland. From the start, the Free Preschool initiative 
attracted a very high proportion (95%) of eligible children, i.e. of children aged 3 and older.  
However, according to Eurostat data (Table 2), less than one third of under 3-year olds (30.6%) at-
tended an ECEC setting in 2015, representing only a small increase since 2005. The Eurostat data 
for 3- to 6-year olds reflect the national data, with a considerably higher proportion (92%) attend-
ing ECEC provision in 2015 compared to 2005 (79%). 
 
Table 2 
Ireland: Participation rates according to duration of attendance in centre-based settings 2005-2015*  

Year Weekly attendance 0 to under 3 years 
in % 

3 years up to school entry  
in %+ 

2005 

1 to 29 hours 2 30 

Over 30 hours 5 49 

No attendance 93 22 

2010 

1 to 29 hours 1 14 

Over 30 hours 8 66 

No attendance 91 21 

2015 

1 to 29 hours 21.7 73.4 

Over 30 hours 8.9 18.6 

No attendance 69.4 8.0 

 
Figure 1 shows the number of 4- to 6-year olds attending infant classes in the primary sector. 
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Figure 1 
Ireland: Number of children in infant classes in primary schools according to age, 2017** 

 
 
 

In terms of enrolment in the early years sector, a breakdown of participation rates in recent years 
and numbers of children in different kinds of childcare and for different age groups is presented in 
Table 3. 
 
Table 3 
Ireland: Participation rates in the early years sector according to childcare type and age, 2012 – 2016*** 

 2012 2013 2014 2015/16 

Babies  
(up to 1 year) 3% (3,144) 3%  (2,619) 3% (2,760) 2%  (2,717) 

Toddlers  
(1 year + to 3 years) 14%  (14,135) 14%  (11,425) 13%  (10,996) 20%  (27,781) 

Pre-schoolers 
(3 years+ to 6 years) 66% (65,854) 70%  (59,131)  66%  (54,481) 63%  (87,975) 

School age 
(6 years+ to 8+ years) 16%  (16,087) 14%  (11,702) 18%  (14,719) 15%  (20,495) 

Totals overall 100%  (99,220) 100%  (84,877) 100%  (82,956) 100%  (138,968) 

 
Sources:  **CSO Central Statistics Office 2017.  
 *Eurostat 2015d. 
  ***Pobal 2017, 45. 

 
 

Financing and costs for parents 
Contracts between the Department for Children and Youth Affairs and the providers of ECEC ser-
vices in the early years sector also led to a change in the way services were funded. The focus 
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changed from subsidies for places offered (quantity) to subsidies for the educational programme 
offered (quality).  
Monthly parental contributions for under 1-year olds in ECEC provision amount to approximately 
750€3, for older children to approximately 720€. For children participating in the Free Preschool 
ECCE scheme, parents pay for meals only – or for additional hours of provision. 
As part of the school system, the infant classes in the primary sector are free of charge. 
 

Sources: Duignan, M. 2017. 
 European Commission, EACEA, and Eurydice 2015. 

 
  
Staff-child ratios  
Current staff-child ratio requirements in the early years sector are:  
1:3  for under 1-year olds;   
1:5  for children aged 1 to 2½ years old;   
1:11  for children aged 2½ to 6 years;  
1:5  for children in home-based childminding/family day care. 
 
Services participating in the Free Preschool scheme (3- to 5-year olds) are expected to have at 
least eight children enrolled who are in the year preceding compulsory schooling. The required 
staff-child ratios are as follows: 
Up to 11 children: 1 room leader + 1 early years assistant 
12 - 22 children:  1 room leader + 1 early years assistant 
23 - 33 children: 2 room leaders + 1 early years assistant 
34 - 44 children: 2 room leaders + 2  early years assistants 
 
In the primary sector, groups in the Early Start programme usually comprise 30 children, with 15 
attending mornings only and 15 attending afternoons only. Each group is led by a qualified Prima-
ry School Teacher and a childcare practitioner. 
In primary schools an agreed pupil teacher ratio of 1 primary school teacher to 26 children is in 
place. For 2016 a pupil teacher ratio of 15.7 is reported in first level schools*. The pupil-teacher 
ratio (PTR) is calculated at each level by dividing the total number of pupils by the total number of 
allocated posts (classroom teachers and support teachers). This calculation differs from other such 
calculations (for example the staffing schedule at primary level which is the basis for allocating 
classroom teachers to each school based on their enrolments). The average class size in primary 
school in 2016/17 was 24.7 children. 
Since December 2016, all staff who work in early childhood services are required to have a rele-
vant qualification at level 5 of the National Qualifications Framework (EQF/ISCED level 4). Group 
leaders who work with children aged 3 years and older are required to have a qualification at level 
6 of the Irish NQF (EQF/ISCED level 5).  
 

Sources:  *DES 2017.  
 European Commission, EACEA, and Eurydice 2015, 2016. 
 Eurydice 2017. 

 
 

3 The amounts in Euro refer to the artificial common reference currency unit PPS (Purchase Power Standard) used in the 
European Union to express the volume of economic aggregates for the purpose of cross national comparisons. (Europe-
an Commission, EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat 2014, 156) 
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Curricular Frameworks 
The Department of Education and Skills is responsible for the curricular and quality frameworks 
which have been developed for children up to age 6 in the early years sector (but are not applica-
ble to the infant classes in the primary sector).  
Aistear: the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework was introduced in 2009 for non-mandatory use 
in the complete range of ECEC settings, including home-based care. It is structured according to 
four overarching themes: Well-being, Identity and Belonging, Communicating, Exploring and 
Thinking. For each of these four areas, relevant dispositions, skills, attitudes and values are identi-
fied. It was developed by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) over an ex-
tensive period of time in close collaboration with the early years sector. The NCCA is responsible 
for monitoring the implementation of Aistear. 
Services participating in the Free Preschool scheme are required to develop a programme of activ-
ities based on a quality framework called Síolta.  
Síolta: the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education (2006) was commissioned by 
the DES and developed by the Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education. It is a pro-
cess-oriented framework and defines quality criteria based on 12 principles:  the value of early 
childhood, children first, parents, relationships, equality, diversity, enriching environments, wel-
fare, role of the adult, teamwork, pedagogy and play. 16 quality standards and relevant indicators 
are provided to help staff translate the vision into practice.  
In the primary sector, curricular guidelines for the Early Start programme include structured play-
based activities considered to be effective for enhancing the children’s language and their cogni-
tive and social development.  
Infant classes in primary schools follow the Primary Curriculum (1999), which is organised accord-
ing to six main learning areas: Language (English and Irish); Mathematics; Social, Environmental 
and Scientific Education (History, Geography and Science); Arts Education (Visual Arts, Music, 
Drama); Physical Education; Social, Personal and Health Education.  

 

Sources: DES 2016.  
 Eurydice 2017. 
 NCCA 2016. 

 
 
Inclusion agenda  
Children with special educational needs and disabilities 
In June 2016, a new Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) was introduced for children attending pro-
vision in the early years sector. The model is based on seven progressive levels of support, de-
pending on the specific needs of the individual child. Levels 1 to 3 refer to a system of universal 
supports aimed at promoting an inclusive culture in ECEC settings. These include: service provid-
ers signing up to a Diversity, Equality and Inclusion Charter and publishing a setting-specific inclu-
sion policy; the funding of a new higher education study programme “Leadership for Inclusion in 
the Early Years” by the DCYA for practitioners wishing to take up a post as Inclusion Co-ordinator; 
the funding of a multi-annual programme of CPD courses and activities by the DCYA for early 
years staff. Levels 4 to 7 refer to a range of targeted supports to enhance the participation of chil-
dren with special educational needs. These can include: making use of advice and support provid-
ed by an Early Years Specialist (Access and Inclusion); applying for specialised equipment or minor 
building alterations; making use of therapy services; applying for additional per capita funding for 
extra staffing support in the ECEC setting.   
Children with disabilities can take advantage of the Free Preschool scheme over a period of two 
years. 
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The Health Service Executive (HSE) provides a screening test free of charge for children of pre-
school age. Alongside an assessment of audio, visual and physical aspects, language development 
is also included.  
In the primary sector, children with special educational needs attend mainstream schools wher-
ever possible, sometimes in a special class or unit, sometimes on an integrated basis with sup-
ports. Special schools dedicated to particular disability groups are also available.  
In terms of meeting the needs of disadvantaged children, an action plan has been set up for Deliv-
ering Equality of Opportunity in Schools which also applies to pre-primary settings. A standardised 
system with a multi-level approach has been set up for identifying different kinds of disadvantage 
and providing a School Support Programme. The plan emphasises the importance of involving 
parents and families.  
 
Children with a background of migration 
The broad range of private provision in Ireland makes it difficult to compile reliable data on chil-
dren with a background of migration. In 2016, 12.4% of the population and approximately 10.5% 
of children under 5 years of age had a non-Irish background. In both cases, roughly two thirds 
came from countries in the EU28*.  
There are no specific measures in place to support children with English as an additional language 
(EAL) in ECEC services. There are provisions for supports for EAL in the infant classes in primary 
schools**. This involves the deployment of a resource teacher with EAL specialist training to the 
primary school. 
 

Sources: DCYA, DES, and DH 2016. 
 **DES 2009.  

DES 2016. 
 EPIC 2016. 
 *Eurostat 2017g. 
 Eurydice 2017. 

 
 

Monitoring – Evaluation – Research  
In Ireland, there is no formal evaluation system for the early years sector. However, the curricular 
framework Aistear provides guidance on assessing children’s developmental progress and on 
planning the next steps for learning.  
The Child and Family Agency, Tusla, is responsible for the inspection of ECEC provision. Inspections 
take place on the basis of the 2016 amendments to the Child Care Act 1991. Observations and 
check lists are common assessment methods. The inspections take place every one to two years 
and the results are made public. 
The Inspectorate of the Department of Education and Skills (DES) has responsibility for evaluating 
the quality of education provision in early years settings participating in the Early Childhood Care 
and Education (ECCE) scheme. Early years education-focused inspection (EYEI) is carried out in ac-
cordance with the Education Act 1998 (section 13(3)(b)) and in line with a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, the Minister for Education and 
Skills and the Inspectorate of the Department of Education and Skills. A composite report of the 
insights into practice in Early Years services delivering the free state-funded early education pro-
gramme is published on an annual basis.  
The not-for-profit organisation Pobal has been commissioned to manage ECEC programmes by the 
government Departments, other national agencies and the EU. The organisation works closely 
with the Department for Children and Youth Affairs and is responsible, among other things, for 
distributing the government subsidies to the early childhood services. Through visits to the ser-
vices, Pobal also checks whether they are working in compliance with the relevant programme.  
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An Operational Systems Alignment Group has been set up by the DCYA to coordinate the various 
monitoring and evaluation activities in the early years sector. Members include all the relevant 
early years agencies, Department representatives and the national manager of the Better Start 
Early Years Support Service. 
The Department of Children and Youth Affairs funds a national longitudinal study to provide in-
sight into the lives of children in Ireland. The Growing Up in Ireland study* is being carried out 
jointly by the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) and Trinity College Dublin. The study 
started in 2006 and follows the progress of two groups of children: 8,000 9-year-olds (Child Co-
hort) and 10,000 9-month-olds (Infant Cohort). The members of the Child Cohort are now aged 
19 years and those of the Infant Cohort are 9 years old.  
A number of third level institutions in Ireland have established educational research and evalua-
tion institutes that include ECEC in their remit. These are usually dependent upon third-party 
funding such as that channelled through the Irish Research Council4.  
 

Sources: Duignan, M. 2017. 
 *ESRI 2017. 
 Eurydice 2017. 
 NCCA 2016. 
 OECD 2015. 

 
 

Parental leave arrangements 
Maternity leave entitlement is for 42 weeks, of which at least two must be taken before the birth 
date. A weekly benefit of 235€ is paid for a period of 26 weeks, provided the mother paid social 
insurance contributions for a minimum of 39 weeks during the 12 months before birth. The re-
maining 16 weeks are unpaid. 
Since 1st September 2016, a two-week paternity leave is granted at the same weekly benefit rate 
as for maternity leave. Paternity leave has to be taken as a block period within the first 26 weeks 
following birth.  
Unpaid parental leave is granted for 18 weeks per parent and child and is non-transferable. One 
exception is if both parents work for the same employer, and then, providing the employer agrees, 
14 weeks can be transferred to the other parent. Parental leave can be taken up to the child’s 
eighth birthday. Both parents are entitled to take this leave simultaneously as well as in different 
blocks of at least six consecutive weeks. All persons who have been working continuously for the 
same employer for at least a year are entitled to parental leave.  
In a study conducted between 2007 and 2009 with 23,000 working mothers*, 92% made use of 
the paid maternity leave and 41% made additional use of the unpaid maternity leave. The uptake 
of parental leave was only 18%. However, since this can be taken up to the child’s eighth birthday, 
it is possible that many mothers take parental leave at a later point in time. The study also showed 
that in 19% of cases where mothers applied for parental leave, this was not granted. Since paren-
tal leave is unpaid, the issue of not being able to afford to take it is also a possible reason for the 
low uptake.  
Only 8,558 fathers applied for the newly introduced paternity leave between September 2016 and 
February 2017. Possible reasons for this low uptake may relate to the fact that the measure is not 
yet widely known or that employers are not prepared to provide the additional 235€ per week.  
 

Sources: Daly, M. and M. Rush 2017. 
 *Russell, H. et al. 2011. 

 

4 http://research.ie/funding-category/principal-investigator-led/ 
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Historical highlights and shifts  
End of the 1960s The first playgroups are established 
1991 Child Care Act 
1994 The first Early Start programmes are set up 
1998 Education Act 

White Paper in Early Childhood Education 
1999 National Child Care Strategy 
2000 National Children’s Strategy 
2000-2006 Equal Opportunity Childcare Programme 
2006 - 2008 National Childcare Investment Programme 
2010 Commencement of the Universal Free Pre-school Education in Early Childhood Care 

and Education settings (ECCE) Programme 
2013 National Quality Agenda for Early Childhood Care and Education 
2014 Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: The National Policy Framework for Children & 

Young People 2014-2020 
2015 • Report of Inter-Departmental Working Group: Future Investment in Childcare in 

Ireland. 
• Establishment of Better Start, the National Quality Support service for the Early 

Years sector 
• Access and Inclusion Model to support the participation of children with disabili-

ties in the ECCE Programme 
2016 • Commencement of Early Years Education-focused Inspection of services in the 

ECCE Programme 
• Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 – introduction of a 

national registration system for Early Years services and mandatory minimum 
qualification requirements for staff. 

2017 Affordable Childcare Scheme 
 

Sources: Duignan, M. 2017, personal communication. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010.  

 
 
Current challenges for the system of Early Childhood Education and Care in 
Ireland 
Country expert assessment by Maresa Duignan 
 
Ireland has made major progress in the development of the provision of ECEC services for children 
aged 0-6 years since 2000. Initially, State investment focused upon building infrastructural capaci-
ty for ECEC service delivery. Since 2014, the focus has widened to include issues relating to access 
to and the quality of ECEC provision and practice. Challenges for the ECEC system therefore priori-
tise:  
1. Improving access - The establishment in 2017 of the Affordable Childcare Scheme (ACS) to 

provide financial support for parents towards the cost of childcare realised a national com-
mitment to supporting all families to access ECEC provision. This scheme aims to ‘...replace the 
existing targeted childcare programmes with a single, streamlined and more user-friendly 
scheme and will include “wraparound‟ care for pre-school and school-age children’ (DCYA 
2017). The full implementation of the ACS will continue in 2018/2019 and will provide the 
context for further national initiatives. Related to this issue is that of promoting the sustaina-
bility of ECEC services. The first step towards the establishment of a national initiative in this 
regard was the commissioning, in 2017, of an independent review of the cost of provision of 
ECEC to inform future national funding decisions.  
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2. Improving quality - Investment in the quality of ECEC provision has resulted in a range of initi-
atives including:  the establishment of Better Start, a national quality support service for ECEC; 
introduction of revised regulations to allow for establishment of a registration system for ECEC 
services; commencement of Education-focused inspection in Early Years services delivering 
the national Free Preschool programme. The coordination of these initiatives and ensuring the 
insights on quality generated by them are used to inform the development of provision and 
practice in ECEC at all levels of the system will continue  

3. Developing the workforce – The introduction of regulated minimum qualification require-
ments in 2017 represented a major challenge for workforce development in the ECEC sector. 
Investment in initial and continuing education and training for ECEC practitioners will continue 
to be a priority into the future.   

 
 

Demographic data 

 

Total population 
In 2016, the population in Ireland totalled 4,724,720. This is an indication of a steady increase in 
numbers over the past 20 years (1995 total: 3,597,617 and 2005 total: 4,111,672). 
 

Children under 6 years of age 
In 2016, children under age 3 accounted for 4.3% and children under 6 years of age for nearly 10% 
of the total population. Since 2005 these percentage rates have been lower than the EU average, 
whereas in 1995 they were slightly above.  

Table 4  
Ireland: Children under 6 years of age, 2016 

Age of children Number of children 

Under age 1 66,227 

1-year olds 65,918 

2-year olds 70,073 

 Under age 3 total 202,218 

3-year olds 74,981 

4-year olds 77,228 

5-year olds 78,421 

 Total 3- to under 6-year olds 230,630 

Total 0- to under 6-year olds 432,848 

 
Table 5 
Ireland: Children under 6 years of age – share in total population compared with EU average, 1995 to 2016, in %+ 

Age 1995 ∅ EU155 2005 ∅ EU25 2016 ∅ EU28 

Under 3-year olds 3.4 3.3 2.8 3.1 4.3 3.0 

3- to under 6-year olds 3.6 3.5 2.9 3.1 4.9 3.1 

0- to under 6-year olds 7.0 6.9 5.7 6.2 9.2 6.2 
+ own calculations, deviations due to roundings 

5 The 1995 data are for the EU15 countries at the time (AT, BE, DK, DE, IE, EL, ES, F, FI, IT, LU, NL, PT, SE, UK); the 2005 
data (EU25) also include CY, CZ, EE, HU, LV, LT, MT, PL, SI, SK. Data for 2014 include the additional EU28 countries BG, 
RO und HR. 
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Source: Eurostat 2017a. 

 
 
Single households with children under age 6 
In 2015, 79.7% of households with children under age 6 were couple households. Single parent 
households accounted for 5.4%, whereby these were almost exclusively single mother households 
(5.1%).  
 
Table 6 
Ireland: Households with children under age 6, 2015 

Household type Total households Total households 
in per cent+ 

Households – total 641,000  

Couple households 510,900 79.7 

Other types of households 95,500 14.9 

Single households, total 34,500 5.4 

Single households, women 32,500 5.1 

Single households, men 2,000 0.3 
+Own calculations 
 

Source: Eurostat 2017e. 

 
 
Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 
In 2015, the employment rate of men (aged 15 to 64) in Ireland was 68.7% and that of women 
63.3%.  
Of the women with children under 6 years of age, 61.8% were employed in 2015, whereas 84.8% 
of men with children of the same age were in the labour market. Although the employment rates 
of mothers in Ireland were about the same as the EU28 average in 2015, the employment rate of 
fathers was lower. 
 
Table 7  
Ireland: Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 compared with other EU states, 2005-2015+ 

 Year Mothers  
in per cent 

Fathers 
in per cent 

Ireland 

 2005 No data No data 

2010 54.6 77.2 

2015 61.8 84.8 

European Union 

EU15 – 2005 77.3 93.5 

EU27 – 2010 75.2 92.7 

  EU28 – 2015 61.0 87.3 

Highest rate of  
employment 

2005 Slovenia – 76.8 Cyprus – 95.3 

2010 Slovenia – 76.7 Netherlands – 93.5 

 2015 Sweden – 78.9 Malta/Czech Republic – 93.0 
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 Year Mothers  
in per cent 

Fathers 
in per cent 

Lowest rate of  
employment 

2005 Malta – 29.3 Bulgaria – 72.4 

2010 Hungary – 32.7 Latvia – 74.8 

2015 Hungary – 38.8 Bulgaria – 77.3  
+own calculations 

 

Sources: Eurostat 2017b. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 

 
 
Children at risk of poverty or social exclusion6 
In 2015, 24.4% of children under age 6 in Ireland were at risk of poverty or social exclusion. This 
corresponds with the EU28 (average = 24.7%) for this age group. The proportion of persons at risk 
of poverty or social exclusion within the overall population totalled 25.9%.  
One of the aims of the National Policy Strategy for Children and Young People 2014-2020 is to 
bring at least 70,000 children out of poverty by 2020 through a comprehensive strategy of paren-
tal support, early interventions and multi-agency collaboration.  
 

Source: Eurostat 2017d. 
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