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Early childhood education and care  

 

ECEC system type and auspices 
Early childhood education and care in Cyprus is organised as a split and partly parallel system. Day 
nurseries for children under age 3 come under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Labour, Welfare 
and Social Insurance (Ypurgeio Ergasias, Pronoias kai Koinonikon Asphaliseon), whereas the Minis-
try of Education and Culture (Ypurgeiu Paideias kai Politismu) is responsible for state-maintained, 
community and private kindergartens for 3- to under 6-year olds. Age-integrated ECEC centres for 
children up to either 4 years 8 months or 5 years 8 months come under the auspices of both min-
istries according to the specific age-group in question.  
 

Sources:  EFA 2015. 
 Eurydice 2015.  

 

General objectives and legislative framework 
The current government programme includes a “National Strategy for Lifelong Learning“ (Ethnikä 
Stratägikä gia tä Dia Biu Mathäsä 2014-2020), which sets out general reform objectives for all 
levels of learning (formal, informal, non-formal). These include: access for all; improving the quali-
ty and efficacy of education and training; funding related research and development; and improv-
ing employment chances. Part of the National Strategy is an Action Plan (2014) for the reform of 
the education system, which also includes aspects of the early childhood education and care sys-
tem (in particular the demands made for reform of the continuing professional development of 
teachers).  
The Children Act (Day Care) 1993 (O Peri Paidion Nomos tu), amended in 2011, is the legislation 
regulating the day nurseries and the age-integrated centres for children aged up to 4 years 8 
months. The relevant legislation for the state-maintained kindergartens is the Elementary School 
Act 2012 (O peri Stoicheiodus Ekpaideusäs Nomos); private and community kindergartens fall un-
der the Private Schools and Institutions Act 2012 (O peri Idiotikon Scholeion kai Phrontistärion 
Nomos tu). The Special Education Act 1999, amended in 2001 (O Peri Agogäs kai Ekpaideusäs 
Paidion me Eidikes Anankes) specifies that children with special educational needs are to be in-
cluded in mainstream settings, but only if these offer an appropriate infrastructure and the neces-
sary support measures. 
 

Sources: EFA 2015. 
 Eurydice 2015.   

 
 

ECEC entitlement and compulsory enrolment age 
There is no universal entitlement to a place in early childhood provision in Cyprus. However, since 
2004, children who have reached the age of 4 years 8 months are obliged to attend a kindergarten 
or an age-integrated centre during the year before starting school. Attendance is free of charge. 
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Since 2015/16 attendance is ensured for at least 26.5 hours per week. For children younger than 4 
years 8 months, attendance is not compulsory. 
Statutory schooling begins in the September after the children have reached the age of 5 years 8 
months.  
 

Sources: EFA 2015. 
 European Commission, EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat 2014.  
 European Commission, EACEA, and Eurydice 2016. 
 Eurydice 2015. 

 

 

Types of provision  
Infant-toddler centres (vrefikos stathmos) for children from 6 weeks up to age 3 and age-
integrated childcare centres (vrefokomikoi/paidokomikoi stathmoi) for children up to the age of 4 
years 8 months, and sometimes 5 years 8 months, usually exist as stand-alone institutions but can 
also be integrated into kindergartens. They are open from 1st September till 30th July, and close 
during August and also on 12 religious holidays. They are usually open for 10 hours, from 7:00 to 
17:00.  
Kindergartens (nipiagogeio) take in children from age 3 (if the child’s birthday falls before the 1st 
September) up to school entry age at 5 years 8 months. Since 2004, attending a preschool class 
(prodimotiki) in the kindergarten for the year preceding school entry has been compulsory and 
free of charge.  
State-maintained kindergartens (thimosio nipiagogio), which are available from mid-September 
until the end of June, are usually open mornings only, from 7:45 to 13:05. Few public kindergar-
tens stay open until 16:00. In the (non-profit) community kindergartens (kinodiko nipiagogio) the 
opening hours are usually negotiated with the parental board in order to accommodate parents‘ 
working hours. Private (mostly for-profit) kindergartens (ethiodiko nipiagogio) are generally open 
on a full-day basis. 
Early childhood provision is made available in all places populated by more than 10 children. A 
free bus service to the nearest ECEC setting is provided for children living in villages with fewer 
than 10 children.  
In 2013/14 there were 172 ECEC settings for children under 3 years and 515 kindergartens for 
children from 3 years up to compulsory schooling age* (see also Table 1). 

 

Sources: *European Commission, EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat 2014.  
 Eurydice 2015. 
 Oberhuemer, P, I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 
 *Statistical Service of the Republic of Cyprus 2016, 79. 

 

 
Provider structures 
In Cyprus, both the day nurseries/age-integrated centres and the kindergartens can be categorised 
according to three main types: (1) state-maintained institutions founded and fully financed by the 
state; (2) state-subsidised community ECEC centres run on a non-profit basis by non-governmental 
organisations; (3) private for-profit facilities founded and funded by a legal entity such as a private 
person or company. 
State-maintained day nurseries are founded by the Ministry for Labour and Social Policy, and 
state-maintained kindergartens by the Ministry of Education and Culture; both types of centre are 
run in co-operation with local authorities. In order to set up a private non-profit (community) or 
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private for-profit facility, the owners have to gain permission from the Ministry of Education and 
Culture. 
Places in state-maintained day nurseries are limited, since they are available to a much lesser de-
gree than community or private nurseries. Parents have to apply for a place and acceptance de-
pends on a number of specified criteria such as whether both parents work, or the number of 
children in the family. In 2014, 58% of children attended private for-profit and around 37% private 
non-profit day nurseries or kindergartens, while only 6% attended state-maintained institutions 
(see Table 1).  
However, more than half of children aged 3 to 6 years attended state kindergartens, more than 
one third private for-profit and only 10% private non-profit (see Table 1). 
 
Table 1  
Cyprus: Number of ECEC centre-based settings, children and staff+ according to provider type, 2013-2014* 

 State-
maintained 

Private  
non-profit  

(community) 

Private  
for-profit Total 

Day nurseries/age-integrated centres     
Institutions 9 55 108 172 

Staff (full-time equivalent)  44  191 326 (3) 561 
Children 321 2,086 3,303 5,710 

Share of children++ 5.6% 36.5% 57.8%  
Kindergartens     

Institutions 265 80 170 515 
Staff (full-time equivalent) 770 (3+) 125 (1) 750 (15) 1,645 

Children 11,910  2,271 8,557 22,738 
Share of children++ 52.4 % 10.0% 37.6%  

+ number of men in brackets 
++ own calculations 

 

Sources: EFA 2015. 
 Eurydice 2015. 
 *Statistical Service of the Republic of Cyprus 2016, 79. 

 
 

Participation rates in regulated provision 
In 2013/14, 28,448 children under age 6 attended 687 institutions with 2,206 staff (full-time 
equivalent, see Table 1). Male ECEC staff are an exception and mostly to be found in private for-
profit settings.  
The majority of children under age 3 in Cyprus do not attend centre-based ECEC provision (cf. Ta-
ble 2). Although the overall proportion of children attending has risen slightly since 2005, over 
three-quarters of the youngest children are still not enrolled in a formal ECEC centre. This can be 
at least partly explained by the fact that informal care arrangements with grandparents or other 
relatives are still common across Cyprus. By way of contrast, nearly 80% of children aged 3 up to 
school entry age have been attending ECEC provision over the past decade or so, although the 
share of children has not increased over this period.  
 
Table 2  
Cyprus: Participation rates in ECEC centre-based settings according to age and duration of attendance, 2005-2015* 

Year Weekly attendance 0 to under 3 years 
in %** 

3 to under 6 years 
in % 

2005 
1 to 29 hours 7 40 

Over 30 hours 12 38 

No attendance 81 22 
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Year Weekly attendance 0 to under 3 years 
in %** 

3 to under 6 years 
in % 

2010 
1 to 29 hours 10 34 

Over 30 hours 16 45 

No attendance 75 21 

2015 
1 to 29 hours 9.4 18.6 

Over 30 hours 11.4 49.4 

No attendance 79.2 32.0 
** Slight deviations from 100% due to roundings. 

 
Country-specific statistical data in 2013/14 show enrolment ratios of 8.7% of children under 3 
years in infant-toddler centres and 10.8% of 3- to 6-year olds. 7.9% of the under-threes and 68.3% 
of the 3- to 6-year olds attended kindergartens. Overall, 16.6% of the under-threes attend an ECEC 
setting and 79.1% of the 3- to 6-year olds (see Table 3).  
 
Table 3  
Cyprus: Number and share of children in ECEC centre-based settings according to age, 2013-2014*  

 
Number 

Share in %  
of the total age-group population+ 

Infant-toddler centre/Age-integrated centres   

Under 1-year olds 179 1.9 
1-year olds 643 6.4 
2-year olds 1,672 17.5 

Under 3-year olds 2,494 8.7 
3-year olds 2,046 20.5 
4-year olds 1,054 10.6 
5-year olds 102 1.1 

3- to under 6-year olds 3,202 10.8 
Under 6-year olds 5,696 9.8 

Kindergartens   

Under 1-year olds 86 0.9 
1-year olds 414 4.1 
2-year olds 1,774 18.5 

Under 3-year olds 2,274 7.9 
3-year olds 4,071 40.9 
4-year olds 7,267 73.1 
5-year olds 8,820 91.6 

3- to under 6-year olds 20,158 68.3 
Under 6-year olds 22,432 38.5 

Total, all institution types   

Under 1-year olds 265 2.9 
1-year olds 1,057 10.6 
2-year olds 3,446 36.0 

Under 3-year olds 4,768 16.6 
3-year olds 6,117 61.4 
4-year olds 8,321 83.7 
5-year olds 8,922 92.6 

3- to under 6-year olds 23,360 79.1 
Under 6-year olds 28,128 48.2 

+ own calculations based on the total age-related population, 2013 (Eurostat) 
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Sources: EPIC 2016. 
 Eurostat 2015a, 2015d. 
 *Statistical Service of the Republic of Cyprus 2016, 39, 82. 

 
 
Financing and costs for parents 
State-maintained ECEC centres are funded by the government – either directly or through the lo-
cal authorities. They are not permitted to receive any other kind of funding.  
Although kindergarten attendance is free of charge for children aged 4 years 8 months to 5 years 8 
months, parents of younger children in the state-maintained settings are required to pay a month-
ly contribution of 42€.** Under certain circumstances, this flat-rate fee may be reduced according 
to certain criteria set by the setting. Private kindergartens do not receive any subsidy from the 
government.  
Fees usually depend on whether the setting comes under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Culture or the Ministry of Labour, Welfare and Social Insurance. Both the community day 
nurseries and community kindergartens receive government subsidies (between 6,834 and 
11,960€ per year) and also draw on parental fees for their funding.  
In 2012/13, the average monthly fee for the community kindergartens was approximately 80€, 
and for the private for-profit kindergartens 260€.1* 
 

Sources: **EFA 2015. 
 * European Commission, EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat 2014.  
 Eurydice 2015. 

 
 
Staff-child ratios  
There are no legally binding regulations regarding group size or the ratio of staff to children in day 
nurseries and age-integrated centres. The centre head decides how large the groups are to be and 
how staff will be deployed. However, official recommendations suggest the following ratios of 
staff to children:  

• under 2 years of age:  max. 1 : 6  
• 2 - 3 years:    max. 1 : 16  
• 3 - 4 years:    max. 1 : 24 
• 4 years and older:  max. 1 : 28 

 
In state-maintained kindergartens the children are mainly grouped in same-age groups:  

• 3 years to 3 years 8 months 
• 3 years 8 months to 4 years 8 months  
• 4 years 8 months to 5 years 8 months  

 
It is also recommended that groups do not exceed 25 children, with 10 being the lowest number 
of children for any one group to be formed. Private kindergartens can make their own decisions 
about group size and staff/child ratios. 
A group of children older than 3 years must be led by an ECEC professional with a tertiary-level 
qualification.* 

1 The amounts in Euros refer to the artificial common reference currency unit PPS (Purchase Power Standard) used in 
the European Union to express the volume of economic aggregates for the purpose of cross national comparisons. (Eu-
ropean Commission, EACEA, Eurydice and Eurostat 2014, p 156) 
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Sources:  Eurydice 2015.  
 *European Commission, EACEA, and Eurydice 2016, 12. 

 
 
Curricular frameworks 
There is no official curricular framework for working with children in day nurseries and age-
integrated centres. An overall plan is outlined by the centre head and the staff choose relevant 
methods and approaches of working with the children along these lines. The main goals are 
providing a safe environment and age-appropriate activities for the children.  
For the work in state-maintained, community and private kindergartens a new curricular frame-
work (Analytika Programmata) was introduced in 2011. It is based on fundamental educational 
and professional principles and central curricular goals and areas of learning are: knowledge about 
the natural sciences; becoming a democratic citizen; and developing capabilities and competen-
cies needed for the ‘21st century knowledge society’ (e.g. critical thinking, theory-practice-
transfer, empathy). The approach is child-oriented and play-based, and alongside an emphasis on 
cognitive and problem-solving skills, key elements are enhancing social competencies and emo-
tional, psychomotor and affective skills. The university educated teachers are free to choose their 
own pedagogical approaches towards implementing the official curricular goals. 
In the state-maintained kindergartens the daily programme is the responsibility of the teachers. 
Usually they also decide whether the three teaching periods (approximately 30 to 45 minutes) per 
day are teacher-led activities. The remaining time is usually spent on free play indoors or outdoor 
activities. Community and private kindergartens develop their own timetables, but these have to 
be approved by the Ministry of Education and Culture.  
 

Source: Eurydice 2015. 

 
 

Inclusion agenda  
Children with special educational needs and disabilities 
The majority of children with special educational needs attend mainstream ECEC provision and 
every effort is made for them to receive the necessary support. Sometimes these children are 
grouped together in a separate room within a regular type of provision, or they may attend a sep-
arate special institution. An individualised learning programme (IEP) is developed for each child, 
mostly emphasising psychological and social aspects, but also other areas of learning. The IEP has 
to be approved by the Ministry of Education. 
In terms of children with a background of migration, there are no specific procedures regarding in-
tegration and inclusion.  
However, in 2013/14 there were also private for-profit ECEC settings with a language of instruc-
tion other than Greek: 1,253 children attended kindergartens where English was the main lan-
guage and 50 children were enrolled in French-speaking settings. 472 children under 3 years of 
age attended English-language and 35 Russian-language infant-toddler centres.  
 
Children with a background of migration 
In 2013/14, 12.6% of children (3,588) under the age of 6 in ECEC provision were non-native born. 
Nearly two-thirds (62%) came from other EU countries.*  
Overall, Eurostat data indicate that in 2016, 17.3% of the population were not native born, with 
nearly three-quarters coming from other EU countries. In the group of children under 5 years, this 
share is 9.4%, 73% of whom come from EU countries.  
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The current influx of refugees and asylum seekers is initiating demands for new strategies in the 
education and the ECEC system, not least in terms of the continuing professional development of 
staff and of targeted support measures such as curricular reforms and language tuition.  
 

Sources: EFA 2015. 
 Eurostat 2017g. 
 Eurydice 2015. 
 *Statistical Service of the Republic of Cyprus 2016, 85ff, own calculations.  

 
 

Monitoring– Evaluation – Research 
The monitoring and evaluation of the education system in Cyprus has not been regulated up till 
now. However, it is expected that a newly established Centre for Educational Research and Evalu-
ation (CERE) will be conducting evaluation studies at all levels of the education system.  
Quality assurance in day nurseries, age-integrated centres and family day care is the responsibility 
of the Ministry of Labour, Welfare and Social Insurance. Both ECEC facilities and ECEC staff are in-
spected by the Ministry’s Social Welfare Department. A personal file is kept for each child in the 
ECEC settings in which the staff document the child’s progress. The first report is completed 15 
days after the child starts attending, and is updated at least every three months. 
Child-related assessments in kindergartens are usually conducted by portfolios, photos, writing 
samples, etc. At the beginning of the kindergarten year each child is observed closely, and a report 
is written on the basis of a formal test of the child’s cognitive, emotional and psychomotor devel-
opment and an informal report which includes descriptions of the child’s behaviour in the group. 
There are three supervisors across the country who are responsible for ECEC settings. 
Formative evaluations take place through the year by means of spontaneous and planned obser-
vations of the child’s behaviour in different situations.  
A summative evaluation at the end of the kindergarten year gives the staff information for their 
own self-evaluation and also for the assessment and further development of the centre-specific 
educational programme.  
 

Sources: EFA 2015. 
 Eurydice 2015.  

 
 

Parental leave arrangements 
Maternity leave entitlement begins between two to six weeks before the expected birth date and 
lasts 18 weeks. Two weeks before and six weeks after the expected date of birth are compulsory. 
Mothers who have paid social insurance contributions for at least 26 weeks before leave begins 
receive a weekly allowance of around 75% of their gross earnings (174,38€ in 2015). If the mother 
is caring for other dependent family members during this time, the allowance may be increased to 
80, 90 or 100%. If the average weekly wage over the preceding year is higher than the minimum 
wage, the mother receives a monthly allowance which covers 75% of the difference (up to a max-
imum of 1.046€). Additionally, mothers paying social insurance contributions and who are citizens 
of Cyprus are entitled to a lump sum maternity grant (521€ in 2011).* 
There is no statutory provision for paid paternity leave in Cyprus. 
Both working parents are also entitled to an additional 18 weeks of unpaid parental leave. In or-
der to make use of this entitlement, the child must be younger than 8 years of age, and the parent 
must have worked for at least six months for the same employer. After two weeks of parental 
leave have been taken by one of the parents, two weeks of the remaining leave can be transferred 
to the other parent. At least one week and not more than five weeks can be taken per year (in 
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families with one or two children). Social insurance contributions are covered by social security 
during parental leave.  
 

Sources: Department of Labour Relations 2015. 
 *EPIC 2016. 
 Infocyprus 2016.  

 
 
Historical shifts and junctures  

1880 Founding of first establishment for young children in Larnaca, shortly after the onset of 
British dominance 

1898 First curricular guidelines for early childhood education issued, following the example 
of Greece 

1920-1930 44 preschool groups attached to primary schools set up and subsidised by the (colonial) 
government (39 for the Greek community, four for the Turkish and one for the Armeni-
an community) 

1933 Following an uprising on the island, only 15 of the centres survive 

1933-1960 All public institutions lose government subsidies and are transferred to the private sec-
tor – by 1960 there are 48 centres for 3- to 6-year olds, mostly unlicensed and staffed 
by professionally unqualified persons 

1960 Independence 

1960s to 1973 Only 10% of children aged 3;8 to 5;8 attend the existing 13 public and 37 private cen-
tres  

1974-1979 Following the Turkish invasion, 55 of 133 primary schools and public kindergartens de-
molished and only 89 of 121 private institutions remain undamaged 

1977 First community kindergarten opened 

1979 Government expansion plan to increase number of public sector ECEC centres to 300 

1996 Number of community kindergartens reaches 166 

2004 Compulsory and free of charge attendance in a pre-school setting (prodimotiki) accred-
ited by the Ministry of Education and Culture 

2008 The official Educational Reform at the Ministry of Education and Culture begins and in-
cludes early childhood education 

2013/14 
 

The majority of kindergartens (265 / 515) are state-maintained, whereas the majority 
of day nurseries and age-integrated childcare centres (108 / 172) are private for-profit 
facilities 

2014 The second phase of the Educational Reform begins 

 

Sources: Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 
 Statistical Service of the Republic of Cyprus 2016.  

 
 

Current challenges for the system of Early Childhood Education and Care in 
Cyprus  
Country expert assessment by Eleni Loizou 

Teacher-Child Ratio 
One of the most crucial challenges in the ECEC field is the high teacher-child ratio. This means that 
teachers are not able to implement appropriate and progressive practices, individualised educa-
tion and care, play practices or group work. It makes it difficult for them to document children’s 
development and learning progress on a regular basis.  
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Diverse population – non-diverse staffing practices 
Cyprus has a diverse population of children from different ethnic, religious and linguistic back-
grounds. Educators are not well prepared to address this situation in ECEC settings; they need fur-
ther professional development in developing appropriate practices to welcome children from dif-
ferent backgrounds and also support their learning and development in ways that respond to their 
personal needs based on their experiences and not in terms of a set curriculum.  
 
A limited number of early childhood education supervisors and policy makers with no ECEC spe-
cialist knowledge 
It is a fact that ECE is under-represented in the Ministry of Education and Culture. There are only 
three ECE Supervisors for the whole island, whose duties are to supervise, assess and support 
teachers in all public and community settings. This ratio is inappropriate and does not allow for 
quality support. At the same time, teachers are dissatisfied with the professional development 
they receive since there are not enough staff to support them on a daily basis. Moreover, policy 
makers are often politicians who are not informed about ECE and do not seem to have a vision for 
the field thus their decision making is based on economic and other political variables only.  
 
 

Demographic data 

 

Total population 
In 2016, the population of Cyprus totalled 848,319. The population has been rising steadily over 
the past 20 years (in 1995: 645,399 and in 2005: 733,067). 
 

Children under age 6 
In 2016, 3.3% of the total population were children under 3 years of age, and nearly 7% were chil-
dren under 6 years of age. Although the relative share of young children in the population was 
considerably higher than the EU average in 1995, this had changed to a lower level by 2016, but 
the total share of children under age 6 continued to be slightly higher than the EU average (cf. Ta-
ble 5). 

 

Table 4  
Cyprus: Number of children under 6 years of age, 2016 

Age Number of children 

under 1-year olds 9,159 

1-year olds 9,262 

2-year olds 9,280 

 Total under 3-year olds 27,701 

3-year olds 10,037 

4-year olds 9,634 

5-year olds 10,017 

 Total 3- to under 6-year olds 29,688 

Total 0- to under 6-year olds 57,389 
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Table 5 
Cyprus: Children under 6 years of age – share in total population compared with EU average, 1995 to 2016, in %* 

Age 1995 ∅ EU152 2005 ∅ EU25 2016 ∅ EU28 

Under 3 years 5.0 3.3 3.3 3.1 3.3 3.0 

3 to under 6 years 5.0 3.5 3.5 3.1 3.5 3.1 

0 to under 6 years 10.0 6.8 6.9 6.2 6.8 6.2 

* own calculations, deviations due to roundings 
 

Source: Eurostat 2017a. 

 
 
Single households with children under age 6 
Three quarters of all households with children under age 6 are couple households. In 2015, single 
parent households accounted for only 2.7% of all households. According to the official statistical 
data, these are nearly exclusively single mother families.  
 
Table 6 
Cyprus: Households with children under age 6, 2014 

Household type Total households Total households 
in per cent* 

All households 87,900  

Couple households 69,800 76.3 

Other household type 15,600 17.0 

Single households, total 2,500 2.7 

Single households, women 2,300 2.5 

Single households, men 200** 0.2 
* own calculations, ** data computed 
 

Source: Eurostat 2017e. 

 
 
Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 
In 2015, the labour market participation of men (aged 15-64) in Cyprus was 66.7%, and the em-
ployment rate of women of the same age was nearly 59%.  
During the same year, 69.8% of all women and 85.9% of all men with children under age 6 were 
registered as employed. Whereas the maternal employment rates are higher than the EU28 aver-
age, the employment rates of fathers are slightly lower (cf. Table 6). 
 
Table 7 
Cyprus: Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 compared with other EU states, 2005-2015 

 Year Mothers  
in per cent 

Fathers 
in per cent 

Cyprus 
2005 68.4 95.3 

2010 72.4 91.3 

2 The 1995 data are for the EU15 countries at the time (AT, BE, DK, DE, IE, EL, ES, F, FI, IT, LU, NL, PT, SE, UK); the 2005 
data (EU25) also include CY, CZ, EE, HU, LV, LT, MT, PL, SI, SK. Data for 2014 include the additional EU28 countries BG, 
RO und HR. 
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 Year Mothers  
in per cent 

Fathers 
in per cent 

2015 69.,8 85.9 

European Union 

EU15 – 2005 56.2 90.0 

EU27 – 2010 58.2 86.6 

EU28 – 2015 61.0 87.3 

Highest rate of em-
ployment 

2005 Slovenia – 76.8 Cyprus – 95.3 

2010 Slovenia – 76.7 Netherlands – 93.5 

2015 Sweden – 78.9 Malta – 93.0 

Lowest rate of em-
ployment 

2005 Malta – 29.3 Bulgaria – 72.4 

2010 Hungary – 32,7 Latvia – 74.8 

2015 Hungary – 38.8 Bulgaria – 77.3 

 

Sources: Eurostat 2017b. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 

 
 

Children at risk of poverty or social exclusion3 
In 2015, 28.4% of children under 6 years of age were at risk of poverty or social inclusion. This po-
sitions Cyprus as having a higher proportion of children at risk of poverty than the EU average 
(24.7%) for this age-group. The relative share of all persons in the population at risk of poverty or 
social exclusion was 28.9%.  
 

Source: Eurostat 2017d. 
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