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Sources are outlined at the end of each section. Full details of all sources are to be found in the 
references section at the end of the key contextual data profile. Individual statistical data used in 
tables are indicated by an asterisk*, both in the table and in the sources.  
 

Early childhood education and care (ECEC)  

 

ECEC system type and auspices 
The system of early childhood education and care in Bulgaria is organised in two sectors, i.e. it is a 
‘split system’. At the national level, the Ministry of Education and Science (Ministerstvo na obra-
zovanieto i naukata) is responsible for kindergartens and compulsory pre-primary education for 
2/3- to 7-year olds and for the implementation of curricular frameworks and education reforms. 
Regional and local authorities are in charge of providing kindergarten buildings, their mainte-
nance, supervising health and safety aspects, and providing meals and transport for the children. 
Nurseries/infant-toddler centres for children up to age 3 come under the auspices of the Ministry 
of Health.  
 

Sources:  Engels-Kritidis, R. 2012. 
 Eurydice 2014. 

 
 
General objectives and legislative framework 
Basic overall principles of the Bulgarian education system are: (1) quality of education; (2) active 
partnerships between all stakeholders (staff, parents, employers, unions, NGOs); (3) competitive-
ness between settings in striving for quality; (4) system transparency and flexibility; (5) equal ac-
cess for all children, with an emphasis on integrating socially disadvantaged groups.  
The overall goal of ECEC is to create the necessary conditions for children to be able to develop 
their potential and to ease their transition into school, as stated in the National Programme for 
Schools and Early Childhood Education – 2006-2015. In particular, the importance of early child-
hood education is highlighted, including the chance it provides for children from disadvantaged 
backgrounds to develop a positive attitude towards learning. Improving the quality of education is 
also emphasised as well as achieving equality of access. The concept of lifelong learning is given 
high priority.  
The current relevant legislation for pre-primary education is the completely revised Pre-school and 
School Education Act (2015). Key goals include promoting integrative education and the develop-
ment of standards for early childhood education. Standards for integrative education are also 
planned.* The Implementation Regulations of the Act define kindergartens as preparatory institu-
tions providing care and education for children aged 3 years up to school entry. Framework condi-
tions for the education and care of under 3-year olds are set out in the 2004 Health Act, last 
amended in 2016.  
 

Sources:  EFA 2015. 
 *EPIC 2016. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer and M.J. Neuman 2010.  
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ECEC entitlement and compulsory enrolment age 
Young children in Bulgaria do not have an entitlement to a place in an ECEC setting.  
Kindergarten attendance for 3- to 5-year olds is not obligatory. Since 2003, it has been a statutory 
requirement for 6- and 7-year olds to attend a pre-primary group. In 2010, the Public Education 
Act 1999 was amended to extend compulsory pre-primary education to 5-year olds. Thus, since 
2012/13, attending a pre-primary group during the two years preceding school entry is compulso-
ry (and, as for the younger age groups too, free of charge).  
Statutory schooling in primary schools starts at 7 years of age. 
 

Sources:  EFA 2015. 
 Eurydice 2015. 

 

 

Main types of provision 
Kindergartens (detski gradini) are largely free-standing institutions, although sometimes the pre-
primary groups for 5- to 6-year olds and 6- to 7-year olds (see below) may be located in school 
buildings. The children are allocated to same-age groups (3-4 years, 4-5 years, 5-6 years and 6-7 
years), occasionally (in the smaller villages or towns) to mixed-age groups. According to the recent 
2015 Pre-School and School Act, 2-year olds may also be admitted into kindergartens. Kindergar-
tens comprise a minimum of four and, in a large city like Sofia, may also have ten groups or more.  
Most children attend on a full-day basis in settings which are open from 7:00 to 19:00. The much 
smaller number of half-day kindergartens (see Table 1) are open mornings only. Some weekly 
boarding kindergartens are available for parents who work night shifts, but these are rarely used. 
Free transport to the nearest kindergarten is usually provided for children living in isolated areas.  
National statistics show that most kindergarten places are full day*. Only 1.4% of children attend-
ing kindergartens are in privately-run settings, where the total number of children in each setting 
is generally considerably lower than in public kindergartens (37 on average compared with 120 
children in public kindergartens). Currently, the overall number of places available matches the 
number of children wishing to attend, although this is not the case in the larger towns and cities.  
 
Table 1  
Bulgaria: Number of children in kindergartens according to type, 2015/2016* 

Kindergarten type Number of children 

Full-day kindergarten 210,707 

Half-day kindergarten  19,349 

Weekly boarding kindergarten   907 

Other kindergarten types (special needs, seasonal, health and social care)  1,062 

Total 232,025  

Of these: children in private kindergartens  3,333 (1.4%+) 
+ own calculations 

 
Pre-primary groups (podgotvitelna grupa) provide for 5- to 6-year olds and 6- to 7-year olds on a 
compulsory basis. They are usually located in kindergartens, but also in a large number of primary 
schools, partly also as a measure to solve infrastructure problems.  
Nurseries/infant-toddler centres (detski yasli) can admit children from 3 months up to 3 years. 
These may be stand-alone settings, or a unit attached to a full-day kindergarten. As a rule, chil-
dren start attending this kind of provision once they have learned to walk. The 2015 Pre-school 
and School Act defines the appropriate age range as 10 months to 3 years. Staff in these settings 
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have a recognised Nursing qualification; they are supported by a university-qualified Nursery 
Teacher who is allocated to several settings at the same time.  
Age-integrated EC centres (obedineni detski zavedenia) are a less common form of provision, ca-
tering for children aged 10 months to 7 years.  
 

Sources: EFA 2015. 
 Engels-Kritidis, R. 2012, 2017. 
 Eurydice 2016. 
 *NSI 2016. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010, 37ff. 

 
 

Provider structures 
The large majority of kindergartens are run by local authorities. However, during recent years the 
proportion of privately-run settings rose from 3.1% in 2013 to 4.6% in 2015. Many of these kin-
dergartens are run on a for-profit basis and are generally too expensive for most parents.  
 
Table 2 
Bulgaria: Number of kindergartens according to provider, 2013-2015  

 2013 2014 2015/16 

State/municipal 2,062 2,005 1,910 

Private (mostly for-profit) 65 75 92 

Total 2,127 2,080 2,002 

Proportion of private kindergartens in %+ 3.1 3.6 4.6 
+own calculations 

 

Sources:  Eurydice 2016. 

 
 

Participation rates in regulated provision 
According to national statistical sources**, there were 812 nursery settings in Bulgaria in 2015, 
providing 32,040 places for 29,576 children (7,535 1-year olds and 21,236 2-year olds) – a partici-
pation rate of 4%. Only a small number of children were younger than one or over 3 years old.  
 
Whereas a large majority of under 3-year olds did not attend a nursery setting, neither in 2010 
nor in 2015, the relative share of participating children aged 3 to 6 years increased during this 
time from just over half the age-group (54%) to 71.5%. 
 
Table 3 
Bulgaria: Participation rates in ECEC centre-based settings by age and duration of attendance, 2005-2015* 

Year Weekly attendance 0 to under 3 years in % 3 years to school entry, in % 

2005 
1 to 29 hours n/a n/a 
Over 30 hours n/a n/a 
No attendance n/a n/a 

2010 
1 to 29 hours 1 4 
Over 30 hours 6 50 
No attendance 93 46 

2015 
1 to 29 hours 0.5 3.3 
Over 30 hours 8.4 68.2 
No attendance 91.0 28.5 
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National statistics** report 81% of 3- to 6-year old children attending a kindergarten in the year 
2015/16.  
 

Table 4 
Bulgaria: Relative share of children in ECEC provision according to age, 2015/16** 

Age group 2015/16 Total number of children in the 
age group (Eurostat*) 

proportion 
in %+ 

under 3 years  5,605 199,451 2.8 

3 years 47,991 68,885 69.7 

4 years 51,958 69.320 75,0 

5 years 61,934 72.927 84,9 

6 years 63,714 70,279 90.7 

7 years   761  67,800 1.1 

over 7 years  62 66,949 0.1 

Total: 3 to 7 years 226,420 416,160 54.4 

Total: 0 to 7 years 232,025 615,611 37.7 
+ own calculations on the basis of Eurostat data for the age group, quotas are approximation 
 

According to a 2013 UNICEF study (quoted in EFA 2015), financial problems in families and region-
al disparities in the availability of places are the main reasons for children not attending a kinder-
garten or pre-primary group.  
 

Sources: EFA 2015. 
 Engels-Kritidis, R. 2017. 
 *Eurostat 2017f.  
 **NSI 2016. 

 
 

Financing and costs for parents 
Almost 87% of the Bulgarian education system is state funded. Kindergartens and compulsory 
pre-primary groups, which are mainly provided by local authorities, are funded primarily through 
municipal budgets. The two years preceding school entry are free of charge, otherwise parents 
pay on average a fee of 23€1 a month (to cover subsistence) in public kindergartens and between 
230-430€ a month in private settings. In the latter, fees can be as high as the average monthly 
wage (roughly 467€ gross).  
Private kindergartens are not funded through the state or municipal budgets. However, since the 
2015 Pre-school and School Act, they may now apply for a state subsidy if they provide the com-
pulsory places for 5- and 6-year old children.  
The funding of nursery groups which are part of a kindergarten comes from the budgets of the lo-
cal municipalities and the Ministry of Education and Science; the funding of independent nursery 
institutions comes from the budgets of the local municipalities and the Ministry of Health. 
For each child attending a nursery, the parents are charged a fee of approx. 60 leva (30€) per 
month, but if the child is absent due to health reasons, this fee is reduced proportionally to the 
number of days of his/her absence. As a measure to combat the demographic crisis in smaller 
towns and villages, some local municipalities have decided to waive nursery and/or kindergarten 
fees for children born in their area. 
 

1 The amounts in Euros refer to the artificial common reference currency unit PPS (Purchase Power Standard) used in 
the European Union to express the volume of economic aggregates for the purpose of cross national comparisons (Eu-
ropean Commission, EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat 2014, 156).  
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Sources: EFA 2015. 
 Engels-Kritidis, R. 2012, 2017. 
 European Commission, EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat 2014.  
 Eurydice 2014.  

 
 
Staff-child ratios  
In full-day kindergartens two qualified members of staff (ISCED 6 or 7) per group work on a shift 
basis, one from 7:00 to 13:00, the other from 13:00 to 19:00. They are supported by a non-
qualified Co-worker who works for eight hours daily, but who is largely responsible for cleaning 
and clearing up tasks. The children stay with the same staff up to school entry. 
The maximum number of children under one year of age in a group may not exceed 8, in groups 
with 1- and 2-year olds 16, and in groups with 3-to 5-year olds 22.* However, in reality, the re-
quired maximum group size is very often exceeded, particularly in the larger towns. 
 

Source:  Engels-Kritidis, R. 2012, 2017. 
 *European Commission, EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat 2014.  
 Eurydice 2014. 

 
 

Curricular frameworks  
The first State Educational Requirements for early childhood education and preparing children for 
primary school (for ages 3-7) were issued by the Ministry of Education and Science in 2000 and 
revised in 2005. For early childhood education preceding compulsory pre-primary education these 
requirements included the Bulgarian language and literature, mathematics, the social environ-
ment, nature, play culture, art and literature for children, music, constructional and technical ac-
tivities, everyday life, physical education**. The conceptual framework focussed on the develop-
mental needs of children and was based on two programmes developed in 1993: Educational 
Programme for Children Aged 2-7 Years (Roussinova 1993) and Children’s Kindergarten Activities 
(Vitanova 1993).  
Since 2003, a curricular framework was issued for compulsory pre-primary education, comprising 
the following learning areas: personal, emotional and social skills, language development and 
communication skills, physical and health education, literacy, numeracy and cognitive skills, 
knowledge of the world, artistic expression and creativity, early foreign language learning and 
preparation for school*. Learning is organised in three groups: (1) children without kindergarten 
experience whose first language is Bulgarian; (2) children with kindergarten experience whose 
home language is Bulgarian; and (3) children with no kindergarten experience whose first lan-
guage is not Bulgarian.  
Since 2016, new State Educational Standards apply to all age groups in kindergartens. They define 
knowledge, skills and attitudes for children to reach by a certain age and for each learning area.  
In terms of a curricular framework for work in nurseries/infant-toddler centres, a team of psy-
chologists and early childhood experts under the initiative and support of UNICEF Bulgaria devel-
oped Standards for development and learning in early childhood: from birth to three years 
(2014)***. They form the basis of a regulation for early childhood development (10 months to 3 
years) which was signed in 2017 by the Minister of Education and Science and the Minister of 
Health. The document has been discussed in public and it could be that it will be affirmed as an 
official document.  
For children aged 3 to 5 years, a number of daily adult-led activities of 15 to 20 minutes’ duration 
are recommended; for the pre-primary groups the recommended duration of one activity is 20 to 
30 minutes. The rest of the day consists of free play, activities in the garden and the learning of a 
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foreign language. Kindergartens work with materials and programmes approved by the Ministry 
of Education and Science, but staff are free to choose their preferred programme systems. 
 

Sources: ***Atanasova-Trifonova et al. 2014. 
 Engels-Kritidis, R. 2012. 
  *European Commission, EACEA, Eurydice, and Eurostat 2014.  
 **European Commission, EACEA, and Eurydice 2016.  
 Eurydice 2014. 

  
 

Inclusion agenda  
Children with special educational needs and disabilities 
Children with a home language other than Bulgarian, who live in isolated areas, or who have spe-
cial educational needs, are those at particular risk of being excluded from participation in early 
childhood education.  
In 2016, a Regulation for Inclusive Education was issued by the Minister of Education and Science 
which includes the state educational standard for inclusive education. The regulation governs the 
public relations activities of the institutions involved in the provision of inclusive education, 
providing support for the personal development of the children and pupils in the early childhood 
and school system. 
It is planned to create appropriate conditions (materials and equipment, building facilities, special-
ised support staff) for children with special educational needs and disabilities (set out in detail in 
the Implementation Regulations of the Education Act) so that they can participate in mainstream 
ECEC provision. A team comprising the centre head, specialist support staff, psychologists or ther-
apists, makes an initial assessment and subsequently monitors the child’s development. An indi-
vidual plan is created which is aligned to the main educational programme but focuses on the ac-
quisition of skills and abilities the child needs in order to become more independent and socially 
integrated.  
Diagnosing developmental delays as soon as possible is emphasised as a key factor in supporting 
effective inclusion. Psychologists and other support staff work closely with the regular teachers, 
amending educational strategies for children with special support needs as appropriate.  
Across the country, there are 18 segregated institutions (residential homes for under 3-year olds, 
for 3- to 7-year olds and for 7- to 18-year olds) specialising in health and social care (Domove za 
mediko-socialni grizhi za detsa) for children who cannot participate in an integrative mainstream 
setting. A team comprising representatives of the regional education inspectors and a committee 
of experts at the Ministry of Education is responsible for this kind of provision. In 2015, 849 under 
3-year olds (719 of these younger than one year) were cared for in these specialist centres.  
Three ministries are responsible for the annual revision of a national plan for these children: the 
Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Employment and Social Affairs, and the Ministry of Health. 
The ministries co-operate with the Child Protection agency, local authorities and non-
governmental organisations.  
A Social Inclusion Project (SIP) was conducted in 2010 with the aim of providing new services for 
disadvantaged children and families, of promoting the early childhood education of disadvantaged 
children and of emphasising risk prevention. Since the project started, almost 1,900 new nursery 
and kindergarten places have been created*. 
 
Children with a background of migration 
Regarding the integration of children from ethnic minority families, a key policy document is the 
National Strategy for the Integration of Roma (2012-2020), in which the right to education for all is 
emphasised. The Strategy for the Educational Integration of Ethnic Minority Children and Pupils 
(2005-2015) aims to close down Roma-only kindergartens and to pursue the development of inte-
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grated ECEC settings and schools. Children with family languages other than Bulgarian are given 
special tuition in Bulgarian.  
In 2016, only 1.1% of the total population in Bulgaria had a non-Bulgarian background. Three-
quarters of these came from non-EU countries. Only 0.5% of under 5-year olds had a background 
of migration, and nearly all of them (95.2%) came from countries outside the European Union.** 
 

Sources: EFA 2015. 
 Engels-Kritidis, R. 2012, 2017. 
 *EPIC 2016. 
 **Eurostat 2017g. 
 Eurydice 2013. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 

 
 

Monitoring – Evaluation – Research  
Individual children’s progress is continuously assessed through observations made by the teacher, 
who informs parents on a regular basis. Assessment takes place at the beginning and end of each 
year in kindergarten. In the pre-primary groups, the teachers hold talks with each child, assessing 
in particular their skills in the Bulgarian language and in other areas relevant for school, and in-
form parents of the outcome. Each child receives a certificate at the end of the pre-primary educa-
tion period which confirms their ‘school readiness’ and is required for entry into the first class of 
primary school.  
Assessments of ECEC settings and staff are compulsory and conducted at the national and regional 
level and also in the settings themselves.  
Staff qualifications are controlled by specialist units of MEYS, in particular the Centre for the Con-
trol and Assessment of Quality in Education. The 28 regional education authorities are also in-
volved in monitoring activities – the municipal mayors monitor in particular the funding of ECEC.  
State-funded programmes on early childhood education initiated by the Ministry of Education and 
Science have been promoted in recent years and implemented over the regional education au-
thorities. One example is the national programme “Development of the system of preschool edu-
cation”, which aims to improve the quality of early childhood education and to ensure an equal 
start for children before they enter the school system.  
 

Source: Eurydice 2016. 

 
 
Parental leave arrangements 

The duration of maternity leave (otpusk za bremennost i razhdane) in Bulgaria amounts to 410 
days, 45 of which are taken before the expected birth date. When the child is 6 months old, the 
entitlement for the rest of the time can be transferred to the father. Mothers who were employed 
for at least 12 months in a job with social insurance contributions receive 90% of their gross wage 
during the 410 days from the National Health Insurance Fund. For the first child, all mothers are 
granted an allowance of 250 BGN (128€, 31.03.2017). 
Fathers are entitled to 15 paid days of leave directly following the child’s birth, at 90% of average 
income over the past eighteen months*. 
The maternity leave period is followed by a parental leave entitlement (otpusk za otglezhdane na 
dete) up to the child’s second birthday. This can also be transferred to the father or to a grand-
parent. During the parental leave period, the family is granted a lump sum which is equivalent to 
the minimum basic wage (340 BGN, 175€*). 
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Source: Angloinfo Bulgaria 2015. 
 *OECD 2017. 

 
 

Historical highlights and shifts  
1882 First EC institution established 
1934 Official integration of kindergartens into the education sector 
1935 First day nurseries for under 3-year olds established  
1991 Pre-primary groups for 6-year olds introduced  
1993 Modern programmes for preschool education developed: Educational Programme for Chil-

dren Aged 2-7 Years (Roussinova et al 1993) and Children’s Kindergarten Activities (Vitano-
va et al 1993). 

2000 State Educational Requirements for early childhood education and preparation of children 
for primary school were established by the content of Decree № 4, issued by the Ministry 
of Education and Science, with further additions published in 2005. 

2002 Pre-primary groups for 6-year olds made obligatory.  
2010 Obligatory pre-primary education extended to 5-year olds 
2014 Standards for development and learning in early childhood: from birth to three years pub-

lished (Atanasova-Trifonova, M., et al 2014) 
2015 Law of Preschool and School Education  
2016 New State standards for early childhood education established through Decree № 5 for 

Preschool Education (2016), issued by the Ministry of Education and Science. 
 

Sources: Engels-Kritidis, R. 2012, 2017. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 

 
 

Current challenges for the system of Early Childhood Education and Care in 
Bulgaria  
Country expert assessment by Rozalina Engels-Kritidis 

Conceptually, the child and his/her needs are firmly established as the core focus of contemporary 
Bulgarian early childhood pedagogy. From an administrative aspect, with the new Law of Pre-
school and School Education (2015), which defines early childhood education as being on an equal 
basis with school education, the important role of ECE in the overall educational system of Bulgar-
ia is confirmed and a significant step forward has been achieved for the sector. However, at the 
same time, the new State Educational Standards for Preschool Education (2016), which are direct-
ly linked to the new Law, include very narrow definitions, such as: educational content, distributed 
not only in areas (close to school subjects), but in all age sub-groups as well; duration of one or-
ganised activity (‘pedagogical situation’) with children; number of pedagogical situations per week 
/ per age sub-group in each educational area (between 11 and 17 at minimum), etc. In this regard, 
the biggest challenges in the near future for Bulgarian early childhood education and care will be 
to counter the early onset of strictly-didactical methodologies and to be able to keep the idea of 
the ‘preciousness’ of childhood at the core of pedagogical practice in kindergartens, not only with 
children at earlier ages, but also with 5-6 and 6-7 years-old children, attending two years of com-
pulsory pre-school education. 
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Sources: Engels-Kritidis, R. 2016. 
 State Educational Requirements 2016. 

 
 

Demographic data 

 

Total population 
In 2016, the population in Bulgaria totalled over 7 million (7,153,784). Over the past 20 years the 
total population has sunk significantly (from 8,427,418 in 1995 to 7,688,573 in 2005). 
 

Children under age 7 
Table 5  
Bulgaria: Proportion of children under 7 years from the total population, 2016 

Age of children Number of children 

under 1 year 65,537 

1-year olds 67,241 

2-year olds 65,022 

 Under 3-year olds. total 197,800 

3-year olds 67,425 

4-year olds 68,946 

5-year olds 69,332 

6-year olds 72,946 

 3- to under 7-year olds, total 278,649 

0- to under 7-year olds, total 476,449 

 
Table 6  
Bulgaria: Proportion of children under 7 years of age – share in total population compared with EU average, 1995-
2016, in %+ 

 1995 ∅ EU152 2005 ∅ EU25 2016 ∅ EU28 

Under 3-year olds 2.9 3.3 2.5 3.1 2.8 3.0 

3- to under 7-year olds 4.7 4.7 3.4 4.2 3.9 4.2 

0- to under 7-year olds 7.6 8.0 5.9 7.3 6.7 7.2 
+ own calculations 

 

Source: Eurostat 2017a. 

 
 
 
 
 

 2 The 1995 data are for the EU15 countries at the time (AT, BE, DK, DE, IE, EL, ES, F, FI, IT, LU, NL, PT, SE, UK); the 2005 
data (EU25) also include CY, CZ, EE, HU, LV, LT, MT, PL, SI, SK. Data for 2014 include the additional EU28 countries BG, 
RO und HR. 
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Single households with children under age 6 
In 2015, slightly more than half of all households with children under the age of 6 years were 
couple households. Households with single parents account for only 2.9% and are usually single 
mother households; the proportion of single fathers is very low at 0.3%. 

Table 7  
Bulgaria: Households with children under 6 years old, 2015 

Household type Number of households Households in per cent+ 

Households total 626,000  

Couple households 319,900 51.1 

Other types of households 287,600 45.9 

Single parent households, total 18,400 2.9 

Single parent households, women 16,600 2.7 

Single parent households, men  1,800++ 0.3 
+ own calculation, ++ data computed 

 

Source: Eurostat 2017e. 

 
 

Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 
In 2015, the labour force participation rate of men (15-64) in Bulgaria totalled 65.9% and that of 
women 59.8%. 

During the same year, 53.8% of women with at least one child under 6 years of age were in the 
labour force. Even though a far higher proportion of men than women with children under age 6 
(77.3%) were in the labour force, this was still the lowest rate among the EU28 (see Table 8). The 
labour participation rate of mothers in Bulgaria was also significantly lower than the EU28 aver-
age. 

 
Table 8: 
Bulgaria: Employment rates of parents with children under age 6 compared with other EU states, 2005-2015+ 

  Mothers , in % Fathers , in % 

Bulgaria 

2005 44.7 72.4 

2010 47.9 76.1 

2015 53.8 77.3 

European Union 

EU15 - 2005 56.2 90.0 

EU27 - 2010 58.2 86.6 

EU28 - 2015 61.0 87.3 

Highest employment 
rate  

2005 Slovenia – 76.8 Cyprus – 95.3 

2010 Slovenia – 76.7 Netherlands – 93.5 

2015 Sweden – 78.9 Malta/Czech. Republic – 93.0 

Lowest employment 
rate 

2005 Malta – 29.3 Bulgaria – 72.4 

2010 Hungary – 32.7 Latvia – 74.8 

2015 Hungary – 38.8 Bulgaria – 77.3 
+own calculations  
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Sources: Eurostat 2017b. 
 Oberhuemer, P., I. Schreyer, and M.J. Neuman 2010. 

 
 
Children at risk of poverty or social exclusion3 
In 2015, 40.8% of children under the age of 6 were threatened by poverty or social exclusion. This 
is the second highest rate in the EU28 (EU average = 24.7%) for this age group. The proportion of 
all persons in the population at risk of poverty or social exclusion was 41.3%, the highest in the 
EU28 countries. 
 

Source: Eurostat 2017d. 
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